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ORD-EAST KIMBERLEY EXPANSION PROJECT 

874. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Regional Development: 

We are all aware of the significant economic stimulus the north of Western Australia is providing to this state 
through the royalties for regions program. Will the minister advise the house on another royalties for regions 
stimulus, and inform us of the progress of the Ord-East Kimberley expansion project? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr M.P. Whitely: You used to be a Labor Party president! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: That’s right! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

Exactly; used to be! 

The SPEAKER: Take a seat. Members, if we go on in this way, we will have a very short question time, 
member for Bassendean.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for North West for the question and for all of his assistance as the new 
state government rolls out its very wide and strong agenda for the north west of the state. I think that anyone who 
takes a subjective view of what is happening in the north of the state will understand that there has never been 
such a focus probably since Sir Charles Court’s time, and it has been very important for the government to have 
a hard-working local member such as the member for North West to do the work on the ground and to help us 
facilitate those projects. 

The Ord-East Kimberley expansion project continues to meet important milestones.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members.  

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Take a seat, minister. People are obviously not interested in what question time might be able 
to provide today. I formally call, for the first time, the Leader of the Opposition. The minister has the call. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The government has just announced a shortlist of four proponents for the Ord-East 
Kimberley expansion project. LandCorp, as project manager, received 10 submissions following the expressions-
of-interest call. They were from a range of companies and joint ventures, and all demonstrated a very high level 
of interest in the project. As members know, the state government’s commitment is $220 million to deliver a 
further 8 000 hectares of irrigated agricultural land on the Weaber Plains north of Kununurra. 

The state government is looking for a highly experienced contractor that is capable of delivering the project in a 
tight time frame, whilst maximising employment, business, and training opportunities, especially for the local 
Indigenous people. I have challenged all companies that wish to be involved in the Ord-East Kimberley project 
to use all their innovation and all their entrepreneurial spirit to find a way to engage with the traditional owners, 
the Miriuwung Gajerrong people, in the project and to weave them in as project proponents and deliverers rather 
than just as stakeholders, which for far too long has been the way. The shortlist is: the Leighton and Indigenous 
Business Australia joint venture; Team Savannah, which is BGC Contracting and Laing O’Rourke Australia 
Construction in a joint venture; Macmahon Contractors; and the Transfield Services Australia Ertech joint 
venture. The four proponents will have until mid-January 2010 to submit four proposals to LandCorp for the 
construction, management and delivery of the irrigation and road infrastructure to support the 8 000 hectares of 
farmland. This is another example of how royalties for regions on the ground in regional Western Australia is 
delivering a tangible benefit to not only the local community and the state, but also opportunities Australia-wide 
to grow regional Western Australia and to deliver the sort of government support and spend that has been 
lacking for so many years. 
 


